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During the Clay County Chamber of Commerce board retreat in August, we had a chance to 
meet with the Seminole County  Convention and Tourism Bureau and their Central Florida 
Sports Commission.  They have a very successful  sports tourism market and we wanted to see 
how it was created, funded and marketed because we feel sports tourism could be our niche.  
They work sports tourism through their Central Florida Sports Commission with an allocate 
$225,000 for bid fees out of a budget of $2.6 million.  They created a large portion of their 
sports by building facilities for training because they are next door to Orlando, which is a 
major location for World Class sports events such as Wide World of Sports and Disney’s 
World of Sports.   Seminole County built training facilities to complement the Orlando venues, 
and at a much reduced cost  to the incoming competitors.   (ie:  Contracted with World Cup 
Soccer team-training to build a facility just for them.  Does Clay County own land that could 
be used for a sports facility?  Could we partner with developers?  The FL Sports Foundation 
has Grants, as does FL Recreation, Land & Water Conservation.  They also suggested that we 
try to partner with our school system.    The Sports Task Force will be meeting to consider 
these issues.  Please contact Eve Szymanski at 904-394-7401 if you would like to participate.  �
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