By: Eve Szymanski:

Tourism Buzz June 2006

Memorial Day Weekend was alive and well in Clay County. It was heralded by the 18™ Annual Concert
on the Green at Magnolia Point Golf and Country Club on Sunday, May 29" |f you arrived early, you
were treated to some local performers and later, the Jacksonville Symphony. Kids enjoyed an
“instrument zoo”, among other activities. Then on Monday, the 18™ Annual Memorial Day Riverfest at
Spring Park in Green Cove Springs honored our fallen heroes with a full “Garden of Flags”. Family
activities with plenty of red, white & blue, entertainment, activities, food and fireworks were all part of the
salute.

The Garden of Flags Hiking The Florida Tralil 'iﬁ“CI

Speaking of Clay County tourism opportunities and experiences, National Trails Day was June 3. The
Florida Trail opened a new segment of the trail that connects the Palatka-Lake Butler State Trail through
Clay County. You can now hike through Gold Head State Park, Keystone Airpark (Crystal Lake) and
Camp Blanding on through to Bradford County. That means another 11 miles of unobstructed trail for
walking, hiking, biking and just enjoying natural Florida! Go to www.floridatrail.org for more information
and get out there! Watch for rare Florida Blue Scrub Jays! (We learned more about this at the First
Coast Birding & Nature show in St. Augustine in mid May.)

The First Rural Tourism Summit  was held in Lake City, Florida on May 15 & 16. It was an opportunity
for us to learn more about developing our natural and historical areas for tourism experiences. There are
organizations that will fund, develop and assist to develop a plan for projects themselves. Organizations
such as Original Florida, Enterprise Florida (eFlorida), Florida Communities Trust, Florida Greenways and
Trails and the Florida Resource Directory shared their information. We look forward to developing a plan
for Clay County’s natural tourism resources. For more information about any of these organizations, just
type in their name in your Search Engine. Or go to www.visitflorida.org and click on “Downtowns and
Small Towns”, which is the state’s program.




The 4™ of July and Clay County Parades

The Clay County Tourism Bug at American Pie anth e Middleburg Parades 2005.

Keystone Heights has its Our Country Day Street Dance and celebration on Friday evening, July 1,
starting at 8 pm. Enjoy live entertainment and fun! Then on Tuesday, July 4" Our Country Day
celebration continues with more festival events. Their parade is at 11:00 a.m. Then enjoy volleyball, a
fish fry, all at the city beach. Fireworks at dusk. Call 352-473-7104 for more info.

Pull out your red, white and blue again because the 4" of July is right around the corner! American Pie
4™ of July will again be at Moosehaven. The gates open at 11:00 a.m. The parade is at 2 pm. They are
anticipating including a rock climbing wall and bungie jumping for the kids! Enjoy unique arts & crafts, a
wide variety of vendors, fabulous festival food and entertainment. The Fireworks display set to music will
blast over the St. Johns River and is sponsored by the Town of Orange Park and the Orange Park
Medical Center. HOO-Ra! Go to www.orangeparkfourthofjuly.com or call 264-0520, ext. 1.

The Middleburg Parade is at 9:00 a.m. on Blanding Boulevard and then the Freedom Festival with all
the arts & crafts, games, entertainment and food is at Middleburg High School where the parade ends.
Parade winners will be announced right after the parade. Fireworks are there at dusk. Call 282-3150 for
more information.

The Clay County Tourism Bug visits Eagle Landing at OaklLeaf Plantation!

On May 3", Eagle Landing Golf Course hosted the Clay County Chamber of Commerce Annual Golf
Tournament. Now we are not saying that the tourism bug played, but it sure looked classy sitting next to
the entrance as shown above. What a beautiful day and a tough job, but SOMEBODY has to do it! The
winning team was the Barton-Malow foursome, but we were all winners, just getting to share in the fun! It
was our first visit and we look forward to many more. Welcome OakLeaf Plantation to the Clay County
Neighborhood!



The Great Clay County Bug Out Winner for May! Lee Goodnight of Hair By Lee was our winner of a
$100 Savings Bond on May 23™. The Chamber Mixer was held at Beef O’Brady’s in Orange Park, but
since Lee wasn't able to be there, we went to him at the salon! The Savings Bond is sponsored by Bug
Out Service, Inc, just one of our Tourism Partners. The “Bug” is sponsored by Ash Tisdelle VW . Spot
the Tourism Bug “out” and you too could win! Fax 904-264-0070 or email
eszymanski@claychamber.com _ with the date, place and time and your contact info. (Remember, the
Chamber parking lot does not count.)

Things That Hang From Trees __was the film made in Green Cove Springs and St. Augustine in March,
2005. It was recently shown at the Jacksonville Film Festival. It's an awesome motion picture! It's a
sensitive story about a little boy with a family in crisis. The name will stay with you for a long time after
you see the movie. They also spent $23,262 in goods and services while filming, which has an
Estimated Economic Impact of almost $75,000 in Clay County.

June-July Calendar of Events:

6/16 Lil' Miss Fireworks Pageant Middleburg Civic (2102 Palmetto)
6/17 HPC Summer Series Horse Show CCFG (Clay County Fairgrounds)
711-712 CC Cattlemen’s Assoc. Team Roping CCFG
711 Our Country Day Street Dance Keystone Heights
714 Our Country Day Celebration Keystone Heights
714 Middleburg Freedom Festival Middleburg
714 American Pie 4 " of July Orange Park (Moosehaven)
7115 4H Open Summer Series Horse Show CCFG

www.claytourism.com _ (Calendar of Events) for more!

*** Clay County Event Planners:
If your annual event occurs between 10/1/06 and @87, your application to
the Clay County Tourist Development Council muste in by 7/1/06.Contact
the tourism office for the new applications anceaent planning kit. 904-394-
7401 oreszymanski@claychamber.com




