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By: Eve Szymanski:

Tourism Buzz May 2006

Just one of the highlights for the Clay County Fair was the
closing headliner concert and Tracy Byrd didn’t let us down!
He rocked the house with hits like: I'm From the Country
(& I Like That Way!), Watermelon Crawl, The Truth About
Men and the beautiful Keeper of the Stars. The concert
ended the way we like in the tourism office-just before the
rain!) Allin all it was a Chamber of Commerce Week for -
another fabulous Clay County Fair. This is a Clay County W ""_":' pe
“Signature” event and attendance was record breaking. 2 i I%

We hope you didn’t miss it!

The Spring 2006 Visitor's Guide _is out! Yes, we have a Visitor's Guide!
Would you believe, this is the third year it has been published! There is a Spring
and a Fall edition. It has all the fun things to do in Clay and beyond: A calendar
of events, meeting venues, campsites, hotels, restaurants, golf and more. If you
need copies for visitor’s, friends & family, please stop by the Clay County
Chamber to get them. Itis packed full of information for those not familiar with
our wonderful events, places to go, people and things to see!

The Great Clay County Bug Out Winner for April _ was Janis Belda
of Middleburg! The Chamber Connection was held at the Orange Park
Country Club on April 26th, but you didn’t have to be there to win.
The $100 Savings Bond is sponsored by Bug Out Service, Inc, just / ASH TISDELLE \
one of our Tourism Partners. The “Bug” is sponsored by Ash Tisdelle VW
Spot the Tourism Bug “out” and you too could win!Fax264-0070
or email eszymanski@claychamber.com _ with the date, place and time
and your contact info. (Remember, the Chamber parking lot does not count.)

Expect Good Things To Happen

BugOutSer’vice.com

Florida’s First Coast Birding & Nature Festival is coming up at the
St. Augustine Amphitheatre on May 11" thru the 14™.  We will be
there with a booth promoting our beautiful natural resources. Have
you hiked at Jennings Forest lately? Have you taken the kids and

the bicycles along the Black Creek Trail off Highway 17 at the
foot of the Black Creek Bridge or seen the Red-cockayeded Wood-
peckers out at the Wildlife Preserve at Camp Blanding? They are
endangered, you know. We can (and do) boast about Kingsley
Lake, Bayard Conservation Area and soon Moccasin Slough and
Camp Chowenwah! Come on down and learn about butterfly gardens,
wildlife photography and more, all in the North Florida area! There are
also walking, kayaking, and riding tours, seminars, and a butterfly release.
www.GetAway4Nature.com .




FLASH! We just received a notice about June 3" being National Trails Day ! This is a very big deal,
because our Clay County Parks and Wildlife Areas have been busy. On June 3" you can “Experience
Your Outdoors!” There will be a special ceremony to open the section of the Florida Trail that connects
us to the Palatka-Lake Butler State Trail. This old trail goes through Gold Head and Camp Blanding in
Clay County. That means 11+ continuous and protected miles of prime hiking traill Go to
http://americanhiking.org/events/ntd/index.html or call 877-HIKE-FLA for more.

The Thrasher-Horne Center for the Arts  will present the Marcus Roberts Trio on Saturday, May 20 "

at 7:30 p.m. Not only is this a wonderful evening of jazz — but it is the dedication of the THCA new
concert grand, which was purchased in part from a donation made by Concert on the Green . What a
night for the cultural arts in Clay County! The THCA will offer a 20 percent discount on tickets for all Clay
County Chamber members, and this is the last main stage performance of the Center's 2005-06 season.
It's a great way to support the arts in Clay County. For tickets call the THCA Box Office at 904-276-6750
or go online at www.thcenter.org .

Memorial Day Weekend is coming up at the end of next month. We have two wonderful annual events to
help commemorate: Concert on the Green on May 28" and the Memorial Day Riverfest in Spring Park
on May 29", Concert on the Green has grown in 18 years to be a dazzling evening of music, art, food
and fun under the stars on the beautiful green lawns of the Magnolia Point Golf & Country Club. Go to
www.concertonthegreen.com _ for additional information. The Memorial Day Riverfest has plenty of kid’s
activities, exhibits, vendors and red, white & blue celebrations along the St. Johns River. Both events
culminate with spectacular fireworks at dusk.

Other Local Websites to Watch!

Besides our website at www.claytourism.com _ and www.claychamber.com, there are many websites to
see what is happening around Clay and the surrounding areas. Check out events or Event Calendars at
these sites. Green Cove Springs: go to www.gcsmerchants.org . or www.greencovesprings.com

Keystone Heights is www.keystoneheights.us Orange Park is www.townoforangepark.com For
Jacksonville, go to www.jaxcvb.com . For St. Augustine, go to www.visitoldcity.com. For Amelia
Island, go to www.ameliaisland.org . And just in case you might be traveling, there’'s probably a

convention and visitors bureau just about any place you go. Try any state level organization to check. In
Florida, it's www.facvb.org or www.visitflorida.com An entirely new site built by our NE Florida
Regional Marketing Alliance and has an international flavor is www.Destinations2Discover.com _ and it's
awesome.

May 8" is National Tourism Week _ and believe it or not, we are all in the tourism business. Here’s why:

Number of visitors to Florida in 2005 85.8 million
# of Floridians directly employed 944,500
Amount generated in payroll $15.4 billion
Spending related to tourism $57 hillion
Lodging spending $13.7 billion
Restaurant/Dining $24.1 billion
Admissions $6.8 billion
Other $12.4 billion
Average amount spent per visitor per day $136.00
Total State Sales Taxes related to tourism $3.4 billion

These are the 2005 numbers from Visit Florida. Visitors pay sales and gas taxes, tolls and local taxes.
These are primary sources of state and local governments’ funding that help build roads, support schools,
pay for healthcare and other program. Tourist spending assists Florida residents in building and



growing thriving businesses, earning wages, buying homes and more.

those friends, family and guests who stop by! Y’all come back!

So we say “Thank You” to all
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May -June Calendar of Events:

First Coast Birding & Nature Fest
CC Humane Soc. Bark After Dark
N FL Hunter Jumpers

Marcus Roberts

Deep South Quarter Horse Show
N FL Hunter Jumper

Concert on the Green

Memorial Day Riverfest

National Trail Day

First Coast Hunter Jumpers

A Funny Thing Happened...Forum
North Florida Corporate Olympics
N. FL. Dressage Assoc. Horse Show
Lil" Miss Fireworks Pageant

HPC Summer Series Horse Show

www.claytourism.com

St. Augustine

Winterbourne/Club Continental
CCFG (Clay County Farigrounds)
THCA (Thrasher Horne Center/Arts
CCFG

CCFG

Magnolia Pnt Golf & Cntry Club
GCS Spring Park

Keystone Heights Airport/Crystal Lake
CCFG

OPCT Orange Park Comm. Theatre
RPYC (Reynolds Park Yacht Center)
CCFG

Middleburg

CCFG

(Calendar of Events) for more!

*** Clay County Event Planners:

the

new

and an event

for applications
eszymanski@-claychamber.com

The Clay County Fair at Twilight

If your annual event occurs between
10/1/06 and 9/30/07, your application to the Clay @inty Tourist Development

Council for promotional funding must be in by 7/1/@. Contact the tourism office
904-394-7401

planning  Kit.

....... Awesome!
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