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Tourism Buzz April 2006 
 
Wizard of OZ Day  on March 11th  was a resounding success!  We almost filled up two theatres at AMC 
24 with the showing of the movie on the big screen.  Then they sold out of books for Meinhardt Rabbe 
(the guest of honor) to sign at Books-A-Million!  There were Munchkins of all ages and sizes everywhere 
you looked.   Oz Characters delighted everyone.  The  Emerald City backdrop used for the book signing 
was an original flown in from California by Bobby Ingram of Molly Hatchet Band.  Mr. Raabe was just as 
warm and friendly as he could be.  What a pleasure it was  to honor the man who was the Coroner from 
the Wizard of Oz and more! We look forward to watching this event grow next year!  
www.wizardofozday.com 
 

     
       The Wonderful Wizard of Oz        Clay County Visitor’s Guide  
           Live Characters including the original  now available at the 
       Coroner:  Meinhardt Raabe!  Clay County Chamber of Commerce 
 
The Spring 2006 Visitor’s Guide  is out!  If you need more copies for promoting to visitor’s , please stop 
by the Clay County Chamber  to get them.  They are packed full of information for those not familiar with 
our wonderful events, places to go, people and things to see!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

            By: Eve Szymanski:    ���	������������������������	�	����	�����������  
������������������������������������������������
��
�
����
�
����	�����
���	��	 �

 

 

The Great Clay County Bug Out Winner for March!  
 
Mr.  Mark  Aston,  Account  Executive  for  USLEC IP  Solutions, 
was  our  winner  of  a $100  Savings Bond on March 23rd.    The 
Networking Opportunities Mixer was held at Miller’s Orange Park 
Ale House. 

 

The Savings Bond is sponsored by  Bug Out Service, Inc,  just  
one  of  our  Tourism  Partners.    The  “Bug”  is  sponsored  by 
Ash Tisdelle VW.    Spot the Tourism Bug “out” and you too could 
win! Fax 904-264-0070 or email eszymanski@claychamber.com 
with the date, place and time and your contact info. 
 



The Bug Appeared at the NAS Jax Travel Show  on March 18th!  We handed out over 300 packets of 
information promoting Clay County Events and facilities.  This show is visited by both local Navy people 
and their visitors to the area.  They all loved finding out more about what is happening, and where to get 
information whenever they are coming our way.  Especially being able to find it on the web from 
anywhere in the world.  Speaking as someone who knows (been there, done that)!  Once they have been 
in the area, they usually come back!    My husband retired  from the Navy at NAS JAX in 1988.  We were 
stationed here twice!   
 

           
    Kristina Johnson of the Orange Park     If Clay County Tourism is there, 
      Holiday Inn  with yours truly at the                 the Tourism Bug is close behind  
             NAS  Jax Travel Show!    (or in front)!  Here, it is all decked  
          out in red, white & blue for the  
               Jax Navy Travel Show! 
 

Florida Tourism Day in Tallahassee .  The Clay County Tourism Bug also invaded the Capitol on March 
21st for Tourism Day.  We walked the halls and made calls on all of our local legislators on behalf of 
tourism issues and sat in on committee meetings to get updates.  We were joined by other Florida 
Convention & Visitors Bureaus, Visit Florida, the Florida Sports Foundation, the Florida Attractions 
Association,  the Florida Restaurant & Lodging Association and the Florida RV and Camping Association.  
They all represent Florida’s number one industry.  Tourism Facts for 2005:  Total number of visitors: 85.8 
million,  Spending related to Tourism: $57 Billion, State Sales Tax related to tourism:  $3.4 Billion.  Bud 
Nocera is the President of Visit Florida and will be coming to speak to us in July.  Contact the tourism 
office if you would like to attend that meeting.  See www.visitflorida.org for more info.   
 
 

    
 John Travolta and Kelly Preston were  Eve, Carolyn Simpson, the Executive Director  
 Special Guests and received Film Florida for Film Florida  & Angela Archer-Bahamas  
 Awards at the reception in Tallahassee.   Film Office at Film Florida Reception at    
       Governor’s Mansion  in Tallahassee 
 

Film Florida  met in Tallahassee on March 22nd and 23rd.   The Florida Film industry has a large impact on 
Florida too.  They turned $10 million dollars in incentive funding last year into a projected $73.9 million in 
direct spending in Florida.  This year, the industry is asking for $25 million and are well on their way to 
getting it.  Watch www.filmflorida.org for more information.   The 2005 film, Things That Hang From Trees 
that was partially filmed in Green Cove Springs was acclaimed at the SXSW (South by Southwest) Film 
Festival in March in Austin Texas.  Our Film Florida LA representative, Susan Simms, told me that Joself 
Zolpho, the producer, went on and on about Green Cove Springs this and Green Cove Springs that, and 
how wonderful it was.  We are on the Film Florida Map!  Literally, I’ve seen it for on the new interactive 
map being put together for the website above.  More to come.  
 

If there’s one thing we are known for, it’s our Clay County Fair!   Don’t miss it!  Go to 
www.claycountyfair.org for details, but it’s just the best!  Mouth watering food, awesome animals, rodeo, 
thrilling rides, (some so new you didn’t even know they had them), and topnotch entertainment.  
Entertainment under cover, great facilities and you’ll run into all kinds of people you know.  We’ll see you 
there.  



It’s like Hands on History in April.  There’s Art in the Park  and our friend Ben Franklin will be there, along 
with all the glorious artistic “Eye Candy”!   Spring Park in Green Cove Springs will be alive with art, music, 
arts & crafts and a “Creativity Zone” for the kids.  Picnic and have fun all day from 9 am to 9 pm.  St. 
Margaret’s will also bring history to life with the Hibernia Arts Festival  from 10 am to 4 pm.  Tour St. 
Margaret’s wonderful chapel with the breathtaking stained glass windows.  The Fleming family comes 
close to home in blazing colors! 
 

              
St. Margaret’s Chapel with its beautiful stained glass Art in the Park on April 29th is a treat at Spring  
Windows is open for a tour.  Arts & Crafts have been Park in Green Cove Springs.  Along with a  
Added this year.       Juried Art Show is Ben Franklin and a “Creative 
       Zone” for the kids.  
 

Highlights for other events this month and next range from an Easter Egg Hunt, to cultural, to nature 
based, events.   It’s not “Lions & Tigers & Bears” (that was last month).  Its horses, birds, dogs and cats.   
And what’s better than an outdoor concert on great green grass?  Whatever tickles your fancy is right 
here in your own back yard, or the Magnolia Points Golf & Country Club!    
 

April- May  Calendar of Events: 
 

4/15 Middleburg EGGSTRAVAGANZA    2120 Palmetto St. 
4/21 Willy Wonka & the Choc. Factory    Thrasher Horne Center (THCA) 
4/21-22 4H Area Series B Horse Show         Clay Cnty Fairgrounds (CCFG) 
4/22 Cycling For Success          OPHS-Preregister on line! 
4/22 Earth Day Celebration          Gold Head State Park / K. Hts 
4/29 Art in the Park           Spring Park / GCS 
4/29 Historic Hibernia Arts           St. Margaret’s /GCS 
5/5& 6 PRCA Professional Rodeo         CCFG 
May Ravines Musical Review          Cancelled  
5/11-14 First Coast Birding & Nature Fest .  St. Augustine 
5/6 CC Humane Soc. Bark After Dark    Winterbourne/Club Continental 
5/13 N FL Hunter Jumper          CCFG 
5/20 Marcus Roberts          THCA 
5/21 Deep South  Quarter Horse Show     CCFG 
5/27 N FL Hunter Jumper          CCFG 
5/28 18th Annual  Concert on the Green   Magnolia Pnt Golf  & Cntry Club  
5/29 Memorial Day Riverfest         GCS Spring Park  
 

www.claytourism.com  (Calendar of Events) for more! 
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